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THE     FRENCH   REVOLUTION 

TEACHER’S GUIDE                                                                                      
 

GENERAL OBJECTIVE 

• Understand the causes and some of the 

main facts of the French Revolution. 

RESOURCES 

• Computer and beamer 

• Video: “The French Revolution” 

• Worksheet: “The French Revolution”  

 

TEACHING OBJECTIVES 

• Introducing key concepts: history. 

• Introducing key language. 

• Developing reading, listening, oral and 

writing  skills. 

• Developing awareness on the causes of 

the French Revolution. 

• Using authentic materials. 

• Preparing to display presentations  

about the French Revolution.   

                              

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Learn about the causes of the French 

Revolution and some of its main facts. 

• Learn vocabulary related to history. 

• Be able to use English to learn things about 

the French Revolution. 

• Present and defend an argument. 

• Write about  the French Revolution using the 

information you have been given.  

• Work collaboratively to gather and share 

information. 

• Prepare a display presentation. 

TIMING 

• Five hours. 

LEVEL 

B1 (EOI, secondary and tertiary education). 

 
In this unit we have integrated language and content to learn about the causes of the French 

Revolution in English. There is a History Channel documentary on the topic,  preceded by 

some activities to activate and extend knowledge and followed by some consolidation tasks . 

 

ANSWER KEY: 

 

TASK 1 

1c  2f  3h  4a  5b  6g  7e  8d   9i 

 

TASK 2 

Answers in the corresponding texts. 

 

TASK 3 

Exercise 1:  a2    b7     c3     d5       e4     f6     g1     h8 

Exercise 2:  1/4a   2/6b    3/3c    4/5d   5/2e     6/7f     7/1g    8/8 h  

Exercise 3:  1 fashion    2 everything that was wrong   3 court gossip, theatre plays, etc 

                    4 Madam Deficit      5 Imelda Marcos was famous for spending a lot of money  

         on shoes.    6 an heir to the throne. 

 

REFERENCES 

http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/subjects/frenchrevolution.htm 

http://culturalform.wordpress.com/frlink 

www.schoolhistory.co.uk 

www.wikipedia 



 

THE FRENCH REVOLUTION                      

TASK   1 

In pairs match concepts and names with the corresponding definitions. 

 

 



TASK    2                READING COMPREHENSION  A 

RRReeeaaaddd   ttthhheee   fffooollllllooowwwiiinnnggg   ttteeexxxttt   aaannnddd   bbbeee   rrreeeaaadddyyy   tttooo   aaannnssswwweeerrr   yyyooouuurrr   pppaaarrrtttnnneeerrrsss’’’   

qqquuueeessstttiiiooonnnsss... 

   

QUESTIONS TO ASK B: 

1) Did the king have to obey any kind of authority? 

2) Did people have to pay for using roads and markets? Who to? 

3) When was the last time the Parliament had been called? 

 

 

QUESTIONS TO ASK C: 

1) What was the yearly income of a master carpenter? 

2) What does the woman in ‘Source B’ say about taxes? 

3) Look at ‘Source D’. How many people did the woman’s family  have to pay taxes to? 

 

 

 

 



TASK      2                   READING COMPREHENSION  B 

 

RRReeeaaaddd   ttthhheee   fffooollllllooowwwiiinnnggg   ttteeexxxttt   aaannnddd   bbbeee   rrreeeaaadddyyy   tttooo   aaannnssswwweeerrr   yyyooouuurrr   pppaaarrrtttnnneeerrrsss’’’   

qqquuueeessstttiiiooonnnsss...   

 

 

QUESTIONS TO ASK A: 

1) What were the three estates the French population was divided into? 

2) How many people were there in each estate? 

3) Who did the peasants have to pay taxes to? 

 

QUESTIONS TO ASK C: 

1) What does the cartoon in ‘Source A’ describe? 

2) What was the yearly income of the Archbishop of Paris? 

3) Look at source D. Who said : ’No man has any natural authority over others’? 

 

 

 

 



TASK     2                  READING COMPREHENSION  C 

RRReeeaaaddd   ttthhheee   fffooollllllooowwwiiinnnggg   ttteeexxxttt   aaannnddd   bbbeee   rrreeeaaadddyyy   tttooo   aaannnssswwweeerrr   yyyooouuurrr   pppaaarrrtttnnneeerrrsss’’’   

qqquuueeessstttiiiooonnnsss...   

 

 

QUESTIONS TO ASK A: 

 
1)  Did the first and the second estate have to pay taxes?  

2) Was the military service obligatory for peasants? 

3) Could a peasant be an officer in the army? 

 

QUESTIONS TO ASK B: 

1) Did the nobles have to do the military service? 

2) Did the nobles have to pay the same taxes as the peasants? 

3) What was the lifestyle of nobles and clergy like? 

 

 



TASK  3    VIDEO       

EExxeerrcciissee  11      (0’-6’30’’)  

YYoouu  aarree  ggooiinngg  ttoo  wwaattcchh  aa  ddooccuummeennttaarryy  aabboouutt    tthhee  FFrreenncchh  RReevvoolluuttiioonn..  WWiitthh  yyoouurr  

ppaarrttnneerr  ttaakkee  aa  llooookk  aatt  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  ppiiccttuurreess    aanndd  ttrryy  ttoo  gguueessss  tthhee  oorrddeerr  iinn  wwhhiicchh  tthheeyy  

wwiillll  aappppeeaarr..  TThheenn  wwaattcchh  tthhee  ddooccuummeennttaarryy  aanndd    cchheecckk  yyoouurr  aannsswweerrss..  

  

a)______________________________ 

 

c) ______________________________ 

 

e) ______________________________ 

 

             g)____________________________ 

 

b)____________________ 

   

d)____________________________ 

 

f) ___________________________ 

 

h)______________________



TASK  3        DOCUMENTARY               THE FRENCH REVOLUTION                                   
Exercise 2       (0’-6’30’’) 
 

1. In pairs, read the following sentences quickly and check the vocabulary. Then watch the 

video and try to put  sentences in the order they appear in the documentary.   

 

2. Which of the sentences can you match with the pictures from the previous task? 

 

1     NUMBER:                                                              PICTURE : 

Then at the blossom  into the 18th century reason and science began to challenge this age old tradition. Swept 

up on a current of innovation and new literature, Paris now radiates as the philosophical centre of the world. The 

city pulses  with the great flourishing of knowledge. A shiny beacon of possibility. It is the age of Enlightenment. 

 

2  NUMBER:                                                                     PICTURE :  

To see enlightenment ideals in action one need only look accross  the Atlantic where the Americans are fighting 

for freedom from France’ s old Nemesis:  Great Britain 

 

3  NUMBER:                                                                     PICTURE : 
Since the Middle Ages European society had been broken  into 3 distinct classes dictated by birth.  There was a 

great divide  between the wealth of the nobility and the clergy, and the poverty of the peasants. 

 

4   NUMBER:                                                                   PICTURE : 

The Enlightenment  is a movement which  says:  don’t trust  authority, don’t trust anything that you’ve been told 

by anybody else at  all . Think it out for yourself, test it for yourself. 

 

5   NUMBER:                                                                   PICTURE :                                                             

As Robespierre respectfully delivers  his Latin soliloquy the king hardly notices him but years later their fates  

will again intertwine under very different,  much darker circumstances.  

 

6  NUMBER:                                                                    PICTURE : 

Young king Louis wants revenge for his grandfather’s defeats and he sees an opportunity in the American War of 

independence. Louis commits to the cause a total of 2000 million livre,  enough to feed and  house 7 million 

French citizens for a year. His investment will mark the beginning of financial collapse for France. 

 

7     NUMBER:                                                                   PICTURE :                                  

In a lavish ceremony young prince Louis inherits the throne and is crowned king Louis the XVI 

 

8      NUMBER:                                                                          PICTURE : 

While Louis sends money and troops across the Atlantic, Marie is busy incurring debts of her own. 



 

TASK  3    DOCUMENTARY                   THE FRENCH REVOLUTION 

 
EExxeerrcciissee  33..    ((  66’’4400’’’’--99’’..3300’’’’))  

  

Now watch the rest of the documentary and answer the following questions: 

 

1) What was Marie obsessed with? 

 

2) What did her towering hair represent for some people? 

 

3) What did Marie occupy herself with? 

 

4) What name was Marie given? 

 

5) Why does the historian call her the ‘Imelda Marcos of her day’? 

 

6) What is the greatest debt Marie had with her country? 

 

 
 
 
TASK  4 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Divide the class in four groups. Each group chooses to be one of  the 
Estates , or the king, and prepares arguments to defend their 

position in society. Remember to look at all the unit to gather 
information. Then you will have a debate (whole class or in groups of 

four). 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          1780’s 

 

 

 

 

TASK  6 

 

Look at the cartoon on the right  and use it to explain the 

causes of the French Revolution. 

TASK  5        WRITE         

 

In groups of three make a poster with the main facts you’ve learned about 

the causes of the French Revolution 

 


